
Dear Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination.  I am Rev. Dr. M. Merritt Worthen;
and I am the President of the Clergy Community Coalition (CCC), in Dayton OH., and we thank
you for taking the time to hear us.

The late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., is quoted as saying: “Of all the forms of inequality, injustice in
health is the most shocking and the most inhumane.1 The CCC was formed in response to the
closure and destruction of Good Samaritan Hospital, which was located in one of the highest
minority populated areas of the city.  We have exhausted various avenues legally, politically,
privately, and communally, yet, we have found no relief, nor resolution.

While we continue to press Premier Health Partners to build a new medical center comparable
to those they have built in other predominantly white, affluent areas of the city, we ask for your
support not only for us, but for other marginalized areas and citizens which have experienced
the devasting effects of racism through healthcare, or lack thereof.

1) The full scope and scale of the impact of the closure on this community are measurable, and
financial compensation is essential for “effective protection and remedies” and “adequate
reparation or satisfaction for any damage suffered as a result of such discrimination,” as the
Convention stipulates in Article 6. Governmental authorities must begin a process to assess the
damage of the closure for the purpose of arriving at economic restitution. Premier Health
Partners must be a central actor as a responsible party and the CCC could serve as key partner
and community liaison.

2) Local government should commit to upholding international human rights norms and
establish mechanisms for their implementation in Dayton, Ohio (and other needed areas).
Putting a human rights process in place can assist in the prevention of further harm and the
protection of the economic, social, cultural, civil and political rights of all Dayton residents to
the extent possible within local authority.

These would be substantive and powerful steps that would not only help marginalized
communities and their citizens, but could be a positive legacy for generations to come.  Thank
you.

1 https://sph.umich.edu/pursuit/2021posts/neblett_mlk.html


