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This week, over the course of two sessions on Thursday and Friday, the United States
government appeared before the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination (CERD) where the country’s human rights record received scrutiny from a panel
of global experts. A wide range of issues were considered – from mass incarceration and police
violence to education and indigenous land rights – and among them was highlighted the
discriminatory impact of the closure and demolition of Good Samaritan Hospital (GSH) by
Premier Health Partners (PHP) in 2018.  Rev. Dr. Worthen, President of the Clergy Community
Coalition (CCC), submitted a written statement (attached) for a session of leaders as a firsthand
account of the local communities impacted by racial discrimination.

In July, the CCC submitted a 14-page report to the U.N. prepared by Dr. Worthen (President),
Bishop Richard Cox (V.P.) and Nancy Kiehl (Secretary) of the CCC, in collaboration with Dr.
Joel Pruce (Director of Applied Research and Learning) and Shelley Inglis (Executive Director)
both of the U.D. Human Rights Center. This report narrates the closure and demolition of Good
Samaritan Hospital by providing the context and legacy of racial segregation in Dayton, details
the decisions and actions taken in the course of the closure by government and non-government
actors, describes the discriminatory impact of the closure, and stipulates a set of
recommendations for the Committee to consider.

“It is a petition to the United Nations to shine a light on the failure by city, county, state and
federal governmental entities to protect the human rights of the people of North and West Dayton

in light of the closure and demolition of Good Samaritan Hospital.”
- Rev. Dr. Merritt Worthen, President of the Clergy Community Coalition

The United States ratified the Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination in 1994,
obligating all levels of government to work towards implementing this central component of
international human rights law. The obligation includes protecting individuals and communities
from the consequences of decisions made by private actors, such as Premier Health Partners.
Countries that ratify international human rights treaties are required to participate in public
review processes, such as the one occurring this week in Geneva, Switzerland. As part of this
reporting cycle, the US government prepared a self-report (submitted to the Committee in June
2021 and linked here). As well, advocacy organizations and community groups are invited to
contribute evidence and experience from across the country. CCC’s report is one of the dozens
submitted to the Committee.

During the UN session, a CERD committee member, South African advocate Pansy Tlakula,
questioned the US government on unequal access to health care services and the disparate health
outcomes experienced by minority communities, making notable mention of maternal and infant
mortality—two issues raised in the CCC report.

“Health care disparities are a major human rights issue in the U.S. today. For example, the life
expectancy at birth for Black people in Dayton, Ohio is lower than in many developing

countries.”
– from the CCC report to UN CERD

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CERD/Shared%20Documents/USA/INT_CERD_NGO_USA_49277_E.pdf
https://www.state.gov/periodic-report-of-the-united-states-of-america-to-the-united-nations-committee-on-the-elimination-of-racial-discrimination/


Inequity in healthcare, and the impact of racism on this minority community, were well known to
public officials and private actors prior to the closure. Good Samaritan hospital was located in an
area where the residents are over 78% African American. In Dayton and Montgomery County, as
of 2016, the rate of black infant deaths was 2.5 times higher than that of white infants – a figure
that had begun to decline by 2018, only to rise again after the loss of Good Samaritan Hospital.

Among the recommendations identified in the report, the CCC calls for reparations. This would
involve the initiation of “a process to assess the damage of the closure [on local communities] for
the purpose of arriving at economic restitution” and urges that Premier Health Partners remain
involved as a central actor and responsible party. The CCC would ideally serve as a key partner
and community liaison. As well, the CCC presses for local governments to “commit to upholding
international human rights norms and establish mechanisms for their implementation in Dayton,
Ohio.”

When the report was submitted to the U.N., public officials (including city and county
commissioners, state representatives and members of Congress) were notified, but the CCC
received no response.
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